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It’s exciting to look back on the month of September and to see the hand of God so powerfully and lovingly working.  We’re so humbled to be loved and used by this holy, creator and God—Father, Son, Holy Spirit.  


Here’s what God’s been doing in me lately.  If they’re no-brainers for you, just thank God for how powerfully He’s worked in your life.  1) God is working to again elevate the importance of prayer in my life.  God is using challenges in my personal, home, and church life to show me again that what I do is less effective than what God does and that prayer is the key to unlock the power of God in my life and ministry.  2) God has also shown me again the benefits of trials.  Surprise!  The Bible is right again (! God’s sometimes heavy hand has increased my endurance in trials and shown me again the reality of my faith, developing character and strength in me (James 1:2-4).  Thank you God for the gift of deeper life through suffering.  3) God is also showing me the need to prioritize.  As a recovering people-pleaser, I am still in “no” training (that is learning to say “no” even when I know it will disappoint people).  But as God shows me how truly I cannot do everything, I see that I must make intentional choices about the spending of time and energy.  4) Last but not least, I am again convicted about the priority of family in my life.  I’ve done pretty well with giving time to Kristin and the kids, but I have not given them priority in focus and energy.  I’ve resolved not to give them the left-overs, but to show them the husband/father love that God shows us.  Please pray for me in these things.  Old habits die hard and I need the Holy Spirit to work in me.


Living Hope is continuing to mature.  God has been teaching us a lot about life and ministry.  We’ve seen that He wants us to be a church of ministers not a church of ministries (Ephesians 4:11-14), that we are to be disciple-makers, not program attendees.  God’s in the process of multiplying leaders among us.  In November we will have our first elders selected by Living Hope membership.  We are also working to train people to lead in their areas of gifting and passion.  We will have our second membership class this fall as well.  We had our first ever ministry fair last month—highlighting roles that need people/ministers and giving opportunity for people to ask questions and sign up.  I’m excited about the way God is working to call people out of comfort and into Spirit-empowered, risk-taking living.


Last letter I shared about a group of people who were interested in becoming a daughter church of Living Hope.  God has (as always) been remarkable throughout the process of conversations and decision-making.  The group has chosen not to become an EFCA church at this time and not to join Living Hope in a church plant at this time.  There was not sufficient consensus in the group to make this choice at this time.  We continue to pray for them as they seek God and His will for their present and future.  As Living Hope leadership, we are thankful for God’s guidance throughout and we agree that the time was not right because there was not unity in that group to move forward.  We continue to appreciate the relationships that we have formed and the lessons we have learned as we too seek God’s timing in planting churches.








Please praise God for His amazing grace and generosity to us in Christ.  


Lives continue to be transformed by the Holy Spirit and the Word as people yield to the saving grace and loving rule of Jesus Christ.


God has provided many willing workers to serve the body and the community.


The King has provided godly men who have been nominated to serve as elders.


I was able to experience a brief time of rest mixed with a strong dose of conviction at a recent district conference for pastors.


As the people of Living Hope, we have many relationships with people who are not walking with God, therefore many opportunities to share the hope that fills our lives through active love and sensitive speech.


And continue to fervently pray in faith:


That our hearts would be broken for the world God is seeking to save, becoming increasingly focused on making an eternal impact in the days we have on earth!  That we would take sacrificial steps to joyfully engage in evangelistic and disciple-making relationships. That we would have the passion and courage to talk with people about Jesus.  


That we would become more and more a people that knows the powerful working of the Holy Spirit in our lives, learning to walk in step with Him, to trust in His powerful working in us, and to take time to listen to Him always and especially as we make time for God’s written Word.


That God would guide us as we call and equip others toward leadership roles.


That God would protect us (new believers, new leaders, and prospective leaders) according to His good pleasure and use all trials to draw us closer to Him.


That our new ministry initiatives (youth ministry and women’s ministry) would be led by God and shaped by Him into focused relationships that will reach the lost, grow the immature, and equip the growing to serve our Savior in their daily lives.


That our leaders would know how to best serve Living Hope and reach our community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.





 Thank you for joining us in these days of battle while we await the sure victory of Jesus Christ and His return in glory and power.  Be strong in the grace and power of God, walking by faith and standing firm, for God, our Hope, never fails.





In His matchless grace,


Pastor Ryan











